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Title: Testing the effectiveness of forest governance mechanisms in conservation policy and practices

Effective forest conservation strategies should benefit stakeholders while enhancing the environment, and improving economic and social performance. To help make sound policy decisions we need an improved understanding of the effects of different forest governance systems. Recent years have seen a shift from government to governance in the approaches to policy formulation and management practices. The number and variety of stakeholders are growing, together with demand for transparency, voice, accountability, regulatory quality, etc. Necessity of ‘good governance’ is recognised especially when referring to public goods such as forests. But our understanding of key-factors and cause-effect relationships in forestry governance remains very limited and inadequate for assessing and adapting long-term conservation strategies. The use of systematic review methodology to test the effectiveness of different forest governance systems has yet to be applied to such problems. Various types of protected areas will be selected as case-studies in Developed and Developing Countries in order to develop an appropriate context for the review questions. Key research questions are: (i) does quality of governance in forest resources management, at both policy and practices levels, influence the results of conservation measures; (ii) what are proper guidelines for innovative and effective forest governance systems. 
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